
Dedication Year Sponsors: Steven M. Fruh and Paul L. Marsolini

Dedication

The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. (Psalm 118:22)

CBST opens New Doors on April 3, 2016 at 130 West 30th Street, New York NY
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Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (CBST) is a vibrant spiritual community and a progressive voice within 
 Judaism. Founded in 1973, CBST attracts and welcomes gay men, lesbians, bisexuals, transgender, queer 
and straight individuals and families who share common values. Passionate, provocative, and  deeply Jewish, 
CBST champions a Judaism that rejoices in diversity, denounces social injustice wherever it exists, and strives 
for human rights for all people.‎

We are a house of prayer, offering both traditional and liberal services and lifecycle events.‎

We are a house of learning, continually expanding our knowledge and deepening our understanding of‎our 
religious and cultural heritage.‎

We are a house of refuge and healing, offering community support and pastoral care.‎

We are a house of conscience, fighting for the full equality of LGBTQ people locally, nationally and internationally.‎

We are committed to Israel and engaged in supporting efforts to secure peace, justice and equality for all.‎

Mission
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Enlarge the site of your tent
Extend the size of your dwelling
Do not stint!
Lengthen the ropes and drive the pegs firm.

—  Isaiah 

As Dorothy so eloquently puts it, there’s no place like home. 

For us at CBST, having a home of our own is inexpressibly meaningful. 
After 43 years of wandering and over a decade of planning and 
fundraising, we are finally coming home.

I imagine that for those in our congregation who can remember our first home in the childrens’ room of the Church 
of the Holy Apostles in 1973, then Westbeth Bank Street in 1975, then the move to our current location up the 
ramp in Westbeth in 1977, and back to the Church of the Holy Apostles for services in 1998, today must seem 
miraculous. I hope for all in our community who have been rejected by their families because of their sexuality or 
gender identity and who have found a new family at CBST, our new home on 30th Street feels no less miraculous.

What we have built and continue to build together is a place unique within both Judaism and the LGBTQS 
community. CBST is a very rare and important example of religious pluralism in action, where all are welcome 
through our Open Door. CBST also represents a distinguished center of GLBT, feminist and activist theological 
innovation. Our commitment to spiritual seeking is matched by our commitment to social justice, and we act on our 
commitments. The world needs spiritual renewal and it cries out for racial and economic justice. At CBST, we take 
both prayer and activism seriously. Our home is expansive, inclusive and notable.

And our new home is no longer hidden. We are finally coming all the way out, with 50 feet of street level presence and 
windows looking into our 17,000 sq.ft. synagogue. We invite the world into our no longer secret home. Our Bethune 
location was reminiscent of a 1970s lesbian bar – invisible from the street and impossible to find the first time.

Let us dream our future together, aware that we stand on the shoulders of many who came before us. We will build 
upon our very rich history, on our legacy of incredible joy and devastating loss, remembering those who have gone 
before us. 

We must build community to outlast all of us – to evolve and grow continually and become a sacred, spiritual and 
holy place for the generations who come after us. We pray we may deserve their gratitude.

I am so eager to see how we come together in new ways in this gorgeous new space. Ultimately most important, 
though, is how we fill the space within these beautiful walls. This building is a sacred container which will inspire, 
energize, motivate us. But it will be up to us to fill it with love, seeking God’s presence through prayer, study, 
activism, music, art, and gratitude. 

My overwhelming gratitude to all. Thanks beyond measure to the over 1,000 donors who gave in every conceivable 
manner, to the architects, to the construction workers, to the designers, to the development experts, to the 
acousticians, to the graphic designers, to the Landmarks Commission, to the artists, to the writers, to the CBST 
executive directors and staff, to the many CBST boards who oversaw the project, to the CBST Presidents, to the 
many Cooperberg-RIttmaster Rabbinical Interns, Cantorial Interns, Cantors, Cantorial Soloist, and Rabbis, to the 
chorus and musicians, to the adults and the children, to the living and to the dead. 

And my deepest gratitude to the Creator of us all who has given me the privilege of living to this day and serving this 
community for 24 years.  May the work of my hands and the prayers of my heart reflect the Holy One in all ways.  

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum

Senior Rabbi
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Board President
What an honor to be president of CBST at this moment. I could not 
be more proud or more grateful.  It is my special privilege to express 
our community’s deep appreciation to those who have taken us on 
the journey to build a Home of Our Own.  

This has been a remarkable forty-three year journey for our 
congregation. Along the way, we learned that vision, dedication, 
generosity and building community are as essential as funding to 
meet the challenge of bringing our dream to reality. Miraculous!

The collaborative vision of Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum and lay leaders 
laid the theological and communal groundwork to breathe life into the 

project. Over the years, sharing their inspiration, knowledge, expertise, time, hands, and hearts, our clergy and 
staff teams, presidents and board members, so many volunteers, and of course our congregants and friends of 
CBST have all helped move us forward on a sacred path.   

The Mishkan Committee and Premises Fund donors took the first leap of faith. The Home of Our Own 
Capital Campaign Steering Committee under the leadership of Bill Hibsher has been tirelessly devoted to the 
campaign’s success. Over 1,000 donors have made gifts ranging from $5 to $5.5 million. Every gift has been 
and will continue to be vital to reach our goal of $23 million.

CBST Vice President, Aari Ludvigsen Gaines has steadfastly devoted her time, energy and expertise as our 
volunteer project manager on this architecturally significant project. Architecture Research Office (ARO) and 
Eurostruct Construction, with their staff, consultants, crew and sub-contractors, have met the needs of the 
community and addressed the challenges of our project with creativity, professionalism, and a deep respect 
and care for CBST as a special client.    

The Dedication Committee under the leadership of co-chairs Cindy Rizzo and Jonathan Sheffer has 
collaborated with our clergy and staff to craft meaningful, celebratory activities that enable each of us to 
participate in this historic milestone.

On behalf of the 2016 Board of Directors, I extend heartfelt thanks to all. 

Together, we have done something magical, something our founders could not have imagined.  Now, it is up to 
us to steward this accomplishment and make the most of it for our community, city, and indeed the world. As 
we continue to grow as a beacon for hope, equality and love, may we continue to go from strength to strength.  

Nathan Goldstein

PS: Save-the-Date – 
CBST’s Presidents will be honored at our 21st Annual Shabbat Shirah Benefit 
Concert at our Home of Our Own, 130 West 30th Street on Sunday, May 22, 2016.  
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Capital Project Chair
In April, 1995, CBST’s board created the Mishkan Committee to help 
with space needs—most pressing being, where to hold Friday night 
services. I had the privilege of co-chairing that effort with Marcy 
Kahn. The Committee scoured Manhattan for a space suitable in 
size and location and available every Friday night. Members visited 
theaters, schools, synagogues (the one orthodox shul we negotiated 
with was OK with a gay congregation in their space on Friday nights 
but not with women on the Bimah), churches and other venues, 
and in 1997 chose Church of the Holy Apostles, the very place in 
which CBST was founded in 1973.

Some years later, Rabbi Kleinbaum came to us to say that it was 
time to think about moving out of our dark, hidden loft on Bethune Street and into a more prominent—and 
fabulous— space. And that we should own, not rent.

The first consultant we worked with said CBST was not ready. More donor cultivation and infrastructure were 
needed. Several years later we began to explore properties but quickly learned that the then overheated real 
estate market constantly passed us by, as condominium developers gobbled up every interesting site we visited.

But the market changed, as did our donor base and infrastructure, and we were ready to swing into high 
gear in the mid-2000’s. Our effort was enormously aided by one person, David Wine, who not only pledged a 
lead gift to the Project—increased by multiples over the years—but also offered his real estate expertise and 
reputation, which enhanced our credibility.

Many leading architects vied for the job, and we chose well, Architecture Research Office, for their 
incredible skill and perceived patience. ARO is deserving of the national acclaim it has received in recent 
years. ARO conducted scores of meetings with congregants and others to ascertain what we needed and 
helped us evaluate dozens of sites during the many years that we have worked together. When we came 
upon the two commercial properties, a fur store and a handbag store, which were simultaneously on the 
market on West 30th Street a few years ago, ARO had the vision that this space could work, and you see the 
fruit of that vision today.

Fundraising and design took several more years, and at the start of that process, Board Member and trained 
architect Aari Ludvigsen agreed to take on the role of owner’s rep, saving us hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, but more importantly, bringing to the job a commitment and passion that money could not buy. Aari 
oversaw innumerable decisions, seeking consensus at every turn, all the while focusing on the overriding 
need to bring the Project to conclusion. Scores of volunteers joined our dedicated staff and clergy to work 
on various phases of the project—fundraising, site selection and design and construction. We owe all much 
gratitude. And it has been a great privilege for me to serve with them.

William Hibsher
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Dedication Committee Co-Chairs
The book you hold in your hands has been created to serve two 
purposes: to be a detailed guide through the activities surrounding 
the dedication of our new space; and a permanent record of 
this moment in time, of the people who sustain and define our 
community, and detailed information about the building and how 
we hope to inhabit it.

This is but one artifact of many that Congregation Beit Simchat 
Torah has produced over our forty-year history. We created our own 
siddur, and last year we published a lavishly illustrated volume that 

chronicled our rich history, a multi-generational journey from our founding in a post-Stonewall era, through 
the decades of AIDS to the legalization of same-sex marriage, a journey that has now brought us to this 
momentous occasion, the dedication of our permanent home.

During the six months leading up to this time, the Dedication Committee worked hard to plan and implement 
a series of events that would showcase the new space, and to describe a new world of activity for our 
congregation, one that was only dreamed of previously. The breadth of the talent in our congregation is 
remarkable, deep in the respect for ritual and lively in a talent for presentation, and many CBST members 
gave generously of their time and expertise. Through this work, we were always cognizant of the strength of 
our amazing staff and the visionary leadership and guidance of our clergy.

So read on! Marvel at the depth and breadth of commitment, of vision and dedication that surround us at 
CBST. Keep this book and treasure it, share it with your families and friends; for it catalogues who we are, 
what we do, and how we envision our future, a future we hope to share with you.

Cindy Rizzo Jonathan Sheffer

Tekes - Gathering for a blessing before 
construction begins at 30th Street. 
Photo by Meryl Meisler
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COMMITTEES: 
___________ 

BANKING 

DEMOCRATIC POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS 

FINANCE 

JUDICIARY 

RULES 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3203 
April 3, 2016 

Dear Friends of Congregation Beit Simchat Torah: 

As you gather today to formally dedicate your beautiful new synagogue, I join the entire 
congregation in celebrating this joyous occasion and paying tribute to the extraordinary 
contributions that Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (CBST) has made to New York. 

This day has been many years in the making. Since its founding in 1973, when a small 
group of devoted individuals gathered to celebrate Shabbat and their shared identity, CBST has 
been a pillar of the LGBTQ community in our city. It has provided a place of worship and a 
sanctuary for thousands of New Yorkers, all of whom share in the desire to stand up for peace, 
justice, and equality for all. But for too long, CBST has had to do this without a permanent home 
for itself. Like the Israelites in the desert, CBST was without a home to call its own – until now. 

Thanks to the remarkable efforts of your congregation and the generosity of your donors, 
CBST will now have a house of worship whose physical splendor matches its congregation’s 
spirit. In this moment, I am reminded of God’s instructions in Exodus 25:8: “You shall make Me 
a sanctuary so that I may dwell among them.” These words remind us of the fact that although 
the Israelites are commanded to construct a magnificent Mikdash, God explicitly emphasizes that 
he will be among the people rather than in the building. For it is the community, not the physical 
structure, that makes the congregation. And this couldn’t be truer for CBST and the wonderfully 
committed men and women who make up its community. 

Over the years, CBST has provided not only a place of worship but also – in keeping with 
the great Talmudic tradition – a forum for robust debate and discussion. I know this firsthand 
from my experience as the keynote speaker during your Family and Friends Gay Pride Shabbat 
Service in June 2013. Not everyone agreed with my position that evening, but I will always 
appreciate the invitation to enter into a conversation in the face of disagreement, and the 
humanity, intelligence, and compassion that framed the discussion. I was even more impressed 
with the spirituality, Judaic pride, and community that pervades this special congregation. 

Thank you for paving the way for so many in the LGBTQ community and beyond. Of 
course, none of this would be possible without the leadership of your terrific rabbi and my dear 
friend, Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, who for years has been a true asset to your congregation, the 
community at large, and our entire city. I am confident that in your new home, CBST will 
continue its longstanding tradition of promoting diversity and inspiring us all for years to come. 

B’virkat Shalom, 

Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senator 

CHARLES E. SCHUMER 
NEW YORK 
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T H E C I T Y  O F N EW  YO RK  
O FFI C E O F T H E M A Y O R 
N EW  Y O RK ,  N Y  1 0 0 0 7  

April 3, 2016 

Dear Friends: 

It is a pleasure to send greetings to all those celebrating the dedication and opening of 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah’s new home on West 30th Street. 

New York is dependent upon faith communities that build firm foundations for our 
neighborhoods, uplift people in need, and forge paths to a brighter future. In addition to 
strengthening the rich fabric that unites our city, Congregation Beit Simchat Torah has stood as a 
pillar of leadership and steadfast support since 1973, providing a welcoming spiritual home for 
LGBTQ New Yorkers and a center of Jewish life and learning. CBST has demonstrated its 
tremendous care and compassion in the ways it has fostered the growth of its surrounding community 
and welcomed residents for times of fellowship, while also serving as a voice for social justice and 
equality and advancing human rights. As you gather to celebrate this important moment in the history 
of this congregation as well as its long legacy of service, I am delighted to commend its members for 
making an indelible impact in the five boroughs and beyond. 

On behalf of the City of New York, mazel tov, and best wishes for a wonderful dedication 
ceremony. 

Sincerely, 

Bill de Blasio 
Mayor 
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JUDICIARY COMMITTEE 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

RANKING MEMBER 
COURTS, iNTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, 

AND THE INTERNET 

CONSTITUTION AND CIVIL JUSTICE 

TRANSPORTATION AND 
INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

HIGHWAYS AND TRANSIT  

RAILROADS, PIPELINES AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

ASSISTANT WHIP 

Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

JERROLD NADLER 
10TH DISTRICT, NEW YORK 

REPLY TO: 

 WASHINGTON OFFICE: 
2109 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 
(202) 225-5635 

 DISTRICT OFFICE: 
201 VARICK STREET 
SUITE 669 
NEW YORK, NY 10014 
(212) 367-7350 

 DISTRICT OFFICE: 
6605 FT. HAMILTON PARKWAY 
BROOKLYN, NY 11219 
(718) 373-3198 

Web:  www.nadler.house.gov 

March 4, 2016 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah 
130 West 30th Street, 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear Friends: 

I am proud to join Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (CBST) in celebration of their 
historic synagogue dedication. I send my warmest regards as we commemorate both the 
dedication of the synagogue, as well as the inspiring CBST community itself.  

For 43 years, CBST has been at the forefront of social justice. As a proud Jew and 
LGBTQ ally, I am grateful to CBST for creating a space where LGBTQ individuals can feel at 
home in our Jewish family. The small minyan that gathered for their first Friday night Shabbat 
service in 1973 is now the world’s largest LGBTQ congregation, with 600 member households. 
CBST has built a welcoming and inclusive environment that I am extraordinarily proud to have 
in my Congressional district. Alongside the creation of this space, CBST has simultaneously 
been at the forefront of LGBTQ advocacy in religious and secular spaces for decades, working 
towards understanding and acceptance. 

The dedication of this new synagogue represents the fruits of CBST’s labor. The 
astounding financial and time commitments towards this beautiful three-story building are a 
result of the movement CBST leaders built. I am proud and honored to join CBST in celebration 
of such great achievements and inspiring leadership as we walk the Torahs to their new home on 
April 3, 2016. 

I extend my congratulations to the Dedication Committee for their achievements, to 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum for her leadership, and to all Congregation Beit Simchat Torah 
members for their positive contributions to the greater community. On behalf of my constituents, 
I thank you for your excellent work and send you my best wishes. I wish you many more 
decades of services, simchas, memorials, learning, community, and social justice.  

Sincerely, 

JERROLD NADLER 
Member of Congress 



DEBORAH J. GLICK 
Assemblymember 66TH  District 

New York County 

THE ASSEMBLY 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

ALBANY  

CHAIR 
Higher Education Committee 

Intern Committee 

COMMITTEES 
Environmental Conservation 
Governmental Operations 

Rules 
Ways & Means 

▫ DISTRICT OFFICE – 853 Broadway, Suite 2007, New York, New York 10003-4703  (212) 674-5153, FAX (212) 674-5530
▫ ALBANY OFFICE – Room 717, Legislative Office Building, Albany, New York 12248  (518) 455-4841, FAX (518) 455-4649

glickd@assembly.state.ny.us 
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Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah 
57 Bethune Street 
New York, NY 10014 

March 1, 2016 

Dear Rabbi Kleinbaum and Fellow Congregation, 

It is with great warmth and enthusiasm that I join in the dedication of the new Congregation Beit 
Simchat Torah (CBST). Symbolically, after 40 years in the desert without a home of our own, 
Congregation Beit Simchat Torah is dedicating this new space, as our permanent home.  

As you know, the synagogue’s historic journey started in 1973 with a few members, but has since 
grown into one of the largest LGBT synagogues in the world. Today, we celebrate our progress, as 
we leave our old location to become a greater synagogue in which future generations can gather in 
worship, service and thanks giving.  

Throughout the years, CBST has stood on the forefront of social and humanitarian justice initiatives 
such as advocating on behalf of the LGBT homeless population or raising awareness on climate 
change. Congregation Beit Simchat Torah has long been a progressive and inclusive community. 
With the long standing open door policy for high holidays, and the unprecedented outreach, CBST 
has expanded its reach far beyond the LGBT community.  

Please accept my warmest enthusiasm as I happily join you in celebrating this awe-inspiring 
dedication. Shalom!  

Sincerely, 

Deborah J. Glick 
Assemblymember 
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April 3, 2016 

Dear Friends: 

It is my honor to write in celebration of Congregation Beit Simchat Torah’s official move 
to its new home on 30th Street. I have the privilege of being both a member of this 
community and its elected representative in the New York State Senate, and as such this 
joyous occasion touches me deeply.  

CBST is a unique American and Jewish institution, and has provided crucial spiritual 
grounding for the LGBT Jewish community in New York for over forty years. It was 
beautiful and natural that its home should be in Greenwich Village, as it has been since 
1975, long the beating heart of America’s LGBT civil rights movement. But this is a 
homecoming as well, with CBST returning to Chelsea where the first services were held 
at the Church of the Holy Apostles and where 12 people dreamed this community into 
reality over the course of a Passover Seder.  

It would be impossible to recount everything that CBST has contributed to New York, 
to American Jewry, and to the advancement of civil rights and social justice. Instead, 
please accept the best statement I am able to give in less than novel length: thank you. 
To Rabbi Kleinbaum, Rabbi Weiss as she moves forward on her wonderful journey, the 
many clergy members who have served this community, the board of trustees and 
everyone who makes CBST what it is – you have my profound gratitude.  

Mazel tov on this wonderful simcha, and many more to come. 

All best, 

Brad Hoylman 

DISTRICT	OFFICE:	
322	EIGHTH	AVENUE,	SUITE	1700	
NEW	YORK,	NEW	YORK	10001	

PHONE:	(212)	633-8052	
FAX:	(212)	633-8096	

ALBANY	OFFICE:		
ROOM	413	

LEGISLATIVE	OFFICE	BLDG	
ALBANY,	NY	12247	

PHONE:	(518)	455-2451	
FAX:	(518)	426-6846	

e-mail:
hoylman@nysenate.gov

website	:	
hoylman.nysenate.gov	

SENATOR	
BRAD	HOYLMAN	

27TH	SENATORIAL	DISTRICT	
STATE	OF	NEW	YORK	

RANKING	MINORITY	MEMBER

	ENVIRONMENTAL	CONSERVATION
	

INVESTIGATIONS	&		
	GOVERNMENT	OPERATIONS	

COMMITTEES

AGING

CULTURAL	AFFAIRS,	TOURISM,	PARKS	&	
RECREATION	

HEALTH	

JUDICIARY	
	

LOCAL	GOVERNMENT	
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April 3, 2016 

Congregation Beit Simchat Torah 
130 W 30th St. 
New York, NY 10001 

Dear Friends, 

It is my great pleasure to send congratulations to Congregation Beit Simchat Torah on the 
dedication of their wonderful new space! 

Since 1973, when it was founded by twelve gay Jewish men in Chelsea, Congregation Beit 
Simchat Torah (CBST) has functioned as a spiritual home for the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender community of New York City.  Since then it has grown into the world’s largest 
LGBT synagogue and with this new space, will grow even more.  I commend CBST for their 
commitment to creating such a beautiful and well-deserved place of worship for all of their 
members.  By way of prayer, social action and human rights work, generosity, education, and 
fellowship, CBST serves an essential position in our community – it is a spiritual anchor and a 
shining beacon of hope for many in this city.   

As an openly gay elected official, I congratulate CBST on its new home, and its outstanding 
accomplishments and achievements.  Please accept my deepest wishes for continued success. 
Mazel Tov!  

Sincerely, 

Jimmy Van Bramer 
Majority Leader, Chair of Cultural Affairs 

DISTRICT   OFFICE 

47-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD, SUITE 205

SUNNYSIDE, NEW YORK 11104 

TEL: (718) 383-9566 

FAX: (718) 383-9076 

CITY HALL OFFICE 

250 BROADWAY, SUITE 1833 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007 

TEL: (212) 788-7370 

FAX: (212) 788-7195 

THE COUNCIL OF 

THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

JIMMY VAN BRAMER 
MAJORITY LEADER 

COUNCIL MEMBER, 26TH DISTRICT, QUEENS 

CHAIR 

CULTURAL AFFAIRS, 

LIBRARIES & INTERNATIONAL 

INTERGROUP RELATIONS 

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––  

COMMITTEES  

FINANCE 

TRANSPORTATION 

PARKS & RECREATION 

PUBLIC HOUSING 

HEALTH 
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In 2011, to fulfill a long-standing dream of a Home of Our Own,

$5. to over $5,500,000.  Each gift is meaningful, important, and
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dedicated by Eric M. Ganz and

dedicated by William Hibsher and 
Richard Orient in Memory of their
late partners, William Johnson, z"l

rabbiklein
Rectangle



19

rabbiklein
Rectangle

rabbiklein
Rectangle



20

rabbiklein
Rectangle

rabbiklein
Rectangle

rabbiklein
Rectangle

rabbiklein
Rectangle



Sheffer Family Lobby
Nearly 900 square feet, with a 16-foot-ceiling, it is generous, welcoming, and bright. The lobby beckons 
with a 16-foot-tall sheet of purple glass, visible from the street and bearing the words tov l’hodot l’Adonai 
(“It’s good to give thanks to the one above”) from Psalm 92. This phrase also appears on the custom bronze 
door handles, on the woven panel of the sanctuary ark, and on the ark in the Kuriel Chapel. The names of 
all those who contributed $1,800 or more toward construction appear on the east wall of the vestibule. The 
names of “major donors” — who gave $18,000 or more to CBST’s capital campaign — are printed on a wall 
of the main stairway.

Wine Family Sanctuary
The room is wide and shallow, allowing everyone to sit within 30 feet of the bimah. There is room not only 
for worshipers, but for a large volunteer chorus and a grand piano, reflecting the centrality of music to 
CBST. Instead of a single large piece of furniture, CBST’s clergy requested a suite of “shtenders” (lecterns) 
and small tables, a reflection of a service style in which leaders and congregants feel as little separation as 
possible.

Pushing through the bimah is a column, helping to support the 18 floors of apartments above. The 
permanent column is the perfect support for a permanent light — the sanctuary’s ner tamid

The room’s back wall — 46 feet wide and 17 feet high — tilts out at 10 degrees, creating a horizontal gap 
that functions as a skylight, allowing sunshine to reach the bimah, and congregants to see the shifting light 
and weather. The tilted wall is faced with glass-fiber-reinforced concrete with striations that give it the look of 
a flowing drape. The pattern was developed with input from acoustical consultants. Its curves bounce sound 
around the room, helping to ensure that no one misses a song or a drash. 

21

ABOUT THE SYNAGOGUE
130 West 30th Street

Two pairs of lions, sculpted from terra cotta, bracket the building’s entryways. The lions, like the edifice they 
guard, were designed by Cass Gilbert (1859-1934). Gilbert’s masterworks include the Woolworth Building, one of 
Manhattan’s most beloved skyscrapers, and the U.S. Supreme Court, with its sculptural depictions of lawgivers like 
Solomon and Moses. 

P
H

O
TO

S 
B

Y 
ES

TE
B

A
N

 K
U

R
IE

L



Emerging from the undulating wall is the holy ark, big enough to hold CBST’s five Torahs. The ark has 
three layers: The outermost is a sliding panel of twisted oak staves, a modern “tree of life.” That panel is 
closed when the room is used for non-religious functions. Behind it is a textile woven of silver and bronze 
threads, a kind of “soft architecture” from the workshop Hechizoo in Bogota, Colombia. And behind that is 
a parochet (the curtain that shields the Torahs), in the traditional Ashkenazi colors, wine and gold, but laser-
cut in a pattern derived by Stephen Cassell from the floral motif on a frieze at the 14th century Synagogue 
of El Transito of Toledo, Spain — a deliberate nod to Sephardic tradition. 

Hanging above the doors to the Wine Family Sanctuary are four Lions of Judah — two male and two female 
— framing a pair of tablets and a crown. Designed by congregant Walter Schwartz, the bronze artwork stood 
atop the ark in CBST’s Bethune Street facility for 30 years. 

The Wine Family Sanctuary is designed to serve more than one purpose. Its custom oak benches, designed 
by ARO and the British furniture maker Luke Hughes, can be stacked and rolled into storage. (Hughes 
believes they are the first curved wooden benches made to stack.) Then it can be used for seated dinners 
(including Passover seders), for dancing and the unrolling of the Torah on Simchat Torah, and for numerous 
other occasions.

At the back of the Wine Family Sanctuary, a floor-to-ceiling wall of gray glass bears the names of CBST 
members who have passed away. LEDs behind the glass are programmed to illuminate each name during 
the week in which the member died. Special memorials to those who died of AIDS and in the Holocaust 
are lit continuously. In addition, the Family and Friends memorial plaques from Bethune Street have been 
updated with LEDs and installed in the Kuriel Chapel.

22

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

ES
TE

B
A

N
 K

U
R

IE
L



23

Kuriel Chapel
It is designed to accommodate up to 90 people for services and simchas of all kinds, with suitably flexible 
seating. Part of the wall and ceiling are festooned with boards of steam-bent oak, which frame an ark and 
a ner tamid (eternal light) carried from Bethune Street. Across the room are a study table and a wall of 
books. The bronze ark doors in the Kuriel Chapel are from the Tremont Temple, Gates of Mercy in the Bronx. 
CBST acquired them in 1979, when that temple sold its building (now a Baptist church) and merged with 
a congregation in Scarsdale. Fittingly, the doors celebrate music — an important part of CBST since its 
founding. “Music,” says Rabbi Kleinbaum, “is central to my understanding of religious life.”

Mezuzot 
Bronze mezuzot used throughout the building bear impressions of doorposts of Jewish homes in Poland 
where mezuzot hung before the Holocaust. The Polish artists Mi Polin have made nearly three dozen such 
mezuzot, each with an address in Poland engraved on its side; this is the first time all of them have been 
been used together in one building.

Justice
All restrooms at CBST can be used by anyone of any gender identity or gender expression. The main 
restroom has seven private toilet stalls with floor-to-ceiling doors. With building codes still requiring 
separate restrooms for men and women, CBST’s plan required a variance from the Buildings Department. 
In the congregation’s application for the variance, Rabbi Kleinbaum told city officials that “CBST seeks 
to provide, in its new construction, restroom accommodations that are safe, welcoming and inclusive of 
the gender identity of all of its employees, congregants and visitors.” With the variance approved, CBST 
established a precedent that has already been cited in other applications.

Accessibility  
As a religious institution, CBST is exempt from the public accommodation requirements of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, but it has chosen to meet — and sometimes exceed — those standards.  For people 
with limited hearing, the Wine Family Sanctuary features an induction hearing loop. Sign language 
interpretation is regularly available at major services, and at other times by request. For people with sight 
limitations, suggestions made by The Jewish Guild for the Blind for lighting were incorporated into the 
design. For people with limited mobility, automated entry doors and a new elevator facilitate access, as does 
a ramp up to the bimah. Movingly, mezuzot throughout the building are placed low enough to be accessible 
from wheelchairs. 
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Evan Wolfson Community Hall
The stairs down from the main lobby widen into “bleachers” overlooking the Evan Wolfson Community Hall, 
dedicated by The Milton and Tamar Maltz Family Foundation in honor of the renowned architect of the 
movement for the freedom to marry. The community hall, a core space for activities at CBST, opens onto 
four classrooms with solid walls —none of those folding partitions of Hebrew schools past, which were 
difficult to operate and made important rooms seem temporary. The lower level also contains a kitchen 
that, ingeniously, is equipped to function as a classroom — lessons in baking challah and rugelach await.

Poetry
Embedded in the terrazzo stair treads are excerpts from a Walt Whitman poem that appears in CBST’s 
Siddur. (“I hear and behold God in every object . . . In the faces of men and women I see God.”) The full 
poem is printed on the wallpaper inside the elevator cab. 

Sustainability
The Torah commands us to be good stewards of the earth. CBST’s new home takes that duty seriously. 
Tons of demolition debris were recycled. Forest Stewardship Council-certified wood was used for floors. 
Heating and air conditioning systems and lighting are among the most efficient available. Sinks and toilets 
are ultra-low-flow. As a result, the project is expected to receive a LEED (Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design) gold rating from the U.S. Green Building Council.  

History
CBST will never forget its history. The main restroom and the elevator feature custom wallpaper by Alexa 
Mulvihill and Shana Faust depicting aspects of CBST’s first 43 years. And on the west wall of the vestibule 
is a statement of CBST’s origin. “In 1973 a minyan came together in defiance of the prevailing belief that it 
was impossible to be both deeply Jewish and proudly gay.  The community that grew from that inspiration 
has become Congregation Beit Simchat Torah” 

– Fred A. Bernstein

Fred Bernstein studied architecture at Princeton and law at NYU and writes about both subjects. 
He first came to CBST in 1979.

24

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y 

ES
TE

B
A

N
 K

U
R

IE
L

ARCHITECTURE RESEARCH OFFICE

0712 Congregation Beit Simchat Torah
FF&E Presentation

10.21.2015

Community Hall Rendering
Rendering

R
EN

D
ER

IN
G

  B
Y 

AR
CH

IT
EC

TU
R

E 
R

ES
EA

R
CH

 O
FF

IC
E 

LL
C

24



25

Architecture Research Office LLC
ARCHITECT
Stephen Cassell
Megumi Tamanaha
Jane Lea
Drew Powers
Zachary Stevens
Yannik Neufang
Nora Yoo
Kai Pedersen
Nick Desbiens
Ethan Feuer
Danielle Brown
Katy Barkan
Site Search Phase:
Kate Larsen
Neil Patel
Annie Barrett
Jejon Yeung
Interns:
Vikki Benefiel
Adam Stehura
Michael Haddy

Silman 
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
Nat Oppenheimer
Eytan Solomon
Matthew Lytle 
Pasquale Conte 
Mark Maghakian
Kelvin Brown
Stanley Baclawski 
Sam Lee 
Romeo Hermogenes 
Kevin Hyland

Altieri Sebor Weber
MECHANICAL, ELECTRICAL, PLUMBING, 
FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERS

Aaron Martin
Robert Louth
Steven Wilkie
Kari Nystrom

Tillotson Design Associates 
LIGHTING DESIGNER

Suzan Tillotson 
Mitul Parekh 
Katherine Lindsay

Threshold Acoustics LLC 
ACOUSTIC AND AUDIO/VISUAL

Scott Pfeiffer 
Molly Norris 
Rob James 
Shane Jerome Kanter

2x4 
GRAPHIC DESIGN

Georgianna Stout 
Dominic Borgia
Jeffrey Ludlow
Jessica Dobkin 
Florian Mewes 
Kelly Sung   
Jie Yu

Atelier Ten
LEED AND SUSTAINABILITY

Paul Stoller 
Junko Nakagawa 
Bret Mantyk

Mark Robbins 
RITUAL ITEMS DESIGN

Mark Robbins 
Peter Randolph 
Kathleen Lipp 
Thomas Day 

Studio 1Thousand 
LED LIGHTING DESIGN CONSULTANT 

Kenzan Tsutakawa-Chinn 
Glenn Chinn 

Permanent Press Editions 
WALLPAPER DESIGN 

Alexa Mulvihill 
Shana Faust 

Erik Bruce 
ARK CURTAIN CONSULTANT 

Erik Bruce

Luke Hughes 
CUSTOM FURNITURE – SANCTUARY & 
CHAPEL 

Luke Hughes 
Nigel Shepherd 
Stephen Sharp 
Liz Ret 
Duncan Taylor 
Katie Spence 
David Snell 
Kathryn Weedon 
Luke Barton 
Richard Dunham 
Polly Phipps 
Laura Tunstall 
Julie Brooker 
Akhter Khalfey 
David Lees 
Nicholas Smith 
Tom Moore

City Joinery 
ARK AND CUSTOM FURNITURE 

Jonah Zuckerman 
Stephanie Sawyer 
Tim Carlson 
Jason Halfacre 
Geoff McKonly 

Hechizoo Textiles 
ARK TEXTILE 

Jorge Lizarazo 
Cristina Grajales 
Lindsay Johnson

Reginald Hough Associates 
ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE CONSULTANT 

Reginald Hough 
Steven Zimmerman 
Richard Gorman

Milrose Consultants, Inc. 
CODE & EXPEDITING 

Gus Mazza 
Jairo Cristian 
Edgar Sanchez 
Amanda Torres 

IROS Elevator Design 
Services LLC
ELEVATOR DESIGN 

Mike Sori 
Sheryl Sori

Higgins Quasebarth & 
Partners, LLC
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

William Higgins 
Erin Rulli

Simpson Gumpertz & Heger 
WATERPROOFING

Amrish Patel 

Stages Consultants LLC 
THEATER CONSULTANT 

Alec Stoll 

Construction Specifications 
SPECIFICATION WRITER 

Aaron Pine 

Code LLC 
CODE & EXPEDITING – PREDESIGN 

Brian Gillen 
Jennifer Kapp 
Alexis Peseau 

Levien & Company 
OWNER’S REPRESENTATIVE – 
DESIGN PHASES 

Ken Levien 
Ralph Ottaiano 
Susan Gladstone 

JRM Construction 
Management, LLC 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT-DESIGN 

Marc Reissman 
Nathan Sher 
Jason Stuart

Stuart-Lynn Company, Inc. 
COST ESTIMATOR 

Breck Perkins 
Bernard Volante 

Eve Ashcraft Studio 
COLOR CONSULTANT 

Eve Ashcraft 

Architecture + Design 
JUDAICA CONSULTANT 

Amy Reichert 

Creative Baumann 
SANCTUARY ARK CURTAIN FABRICATOR

Ranae Ahrens 

Bart Halpern Inc 
CHAPEL ARK CURTAIN SUPPLIER 

Bart Halpern 

RUSHdesign 
MEMORIAL WALL AND NIER TAMID 
FABRICATOR 

Matt Stevenson 
Jon Pettingill 
Chaz Capobianco 

OLI Offices LTD
FURNITURE

Scott Gibson

Eurostruct Inc 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

Albert Brand
Jimmy Tuohy
Giles Cooper
Piotr Truszowski
Brian Lee
Jose Mendes
Kelli Berman
Dwane Brooks
Lancefiel Burke
Jose Caceres
Michael Cattouse
Yong Quan Chen
Manuel Cruz
Shane Duncan
Manuel Carchi
Manuel Fructuso
Manuel Garcia
Sarah Gleeson
Jakub Golabel
Kristoff Green
Jaime Guallpa
Gang Hu
Rong Hua Huang
Hu Hua Jin
Krzysztof Korzeniak
De Zhong Li

Xue Xin Li
Hugo Lopez Tong Yu Lu
Danusia Marczak
Raffy Mercedes
Carlos Tigre
Julio Pauta
Jensi Peguero
Henryk Pietrynzcak
Manuel Pillago
Oneil Powell
Carlos Quichimbo
Luis Quichimbo
Kevin Quinn
Yong Xue Ren
Michael Richards
Luis Rodriguez
Rolando Rodriguez
Jose Rodriguez
Carlos Sinchi
Tanya Slavnikov
William Sun
Carlos Maza
Damian Stoner
Diego Valdez
Manuel Villa
Wieslaw Walilko
Gary Wallace
Zhi Yin Weng
Yong Sheng Yang
Paul Lopez

American Painting 
SPECIALTY PLASTER/WALLPAPER 

Johnathan Kutzin

Big Shot Electric 
ELECTRICIAN 

Ernest Jochen
Frankie Adamo
Johnny Lim

Citron Brothers Pluming & 
Heating
PLUMBING & HEATING 

Bill Citron
Glenn Bogosian

Day Elevator & Lift 
ELEVATOR

Jai Gaitonde
Cassandra Campbell

Diversified Decorative 
Finishes 
TERRAZZO FLOORS 

Dominick Cardone

DGA Security Systems Inc 
SECURITY/ALARM

Dan Torpey

Essex Works 
ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE WORK 

Douglas Schickler

Excalibur Bronze 
CUSTOM POLES 

Joshua Gold

HVAC Services 
HVAC SYSTEM 

Arthie Dabrowski
Aldo Lituma

K McK Painting 
PAINTING 

Phil McKeon

Lynbrook Glass & 
Architectural Metals 
WINDOWS, SKYLIGHTS, GLASS PARTITIONS

Dan Kerrigan
Tom Berry

Maspeth Welding, Inc 
STRUCTURAL STREET & METAL 
FABRICATION 

Jeff Anschlowar

Masque Sound 
AUDIO VIDEO 

Arno Miller
Matt Presk

O’C Carpet 
CARPET & TILE 

John O’Callaghan

Qualitex 
SPACKLE 

Jozef Bartoszek

Shelton Studios 
RAILINGS & METALS 

Gabrielle Shelton

Technology Partners 
Associates, Inc. 
IT 

Maurice Mass
Chuck Sultan

Wood Flooring by Walsh 
WOOD FLOORS 

Joe Walsh

The Design and Construction Team    
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Steering 
William Hibsher, Chair 
Sherri Dratfield
Stephen E. Frank 
Aari Ludvigsen
Eric Rosenbaum

Clergy and Senior Staff 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum 
Rabbi Rachel Weiss 
Bruce Anderson
Gabriel Blau
Yolanda Potasinski
Ilene Sameth
Ann Targownik

Capital Campaign
Eric Rosenbaum, Co-Chair 
David Wine, Co-Chair 
Sherri Dratfield, Vice Chair 
Erika Karp, Vice Chair 
Heymi Kuriel, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Sheffer, Vice Chair

Community Campaign 
Sherri Dratfield, Co-Chair 
Lisa Kartzman, Co-Chair 
Janet Pavloff, Co-Chair 
Jacob Baron
Brian Blitzer
Dorothy Bowser
Steve Fruh
Nathan Goldstein
Laurie Hanin
George Hermann
Rose Ann Hermann
Ken Krasney
Rosalba Messina
Jack Nieman
Rick Reder
Cindy Rizzo
Laurie Siegel

Design & Construction 
Heymi Kuriel, Co-Chair 
Aari Ludvigsen, Co-Chair 
Joseph Cunin
William Hibsher
Richard Orient
Janet Pavloff
Eric Rosenbaum
Liz Scheier
Jonathan Sheffer
Daniel Ian Smith
David Wine

Capital Finance
Adam Berger
David Flohr
Rosalba Messina 
Michael Sarkozi
Mike Vine

Program 
Laurie Hanin
Yolanda Potasinski

Communications 
Karen Benezra, Co-Chair 
Marsha Melnick, Co-Chair

Legal
Erica Forman
Bryan Cave, LLC

Premises Trust Fund 
Committee
Nancy Alpert
Adam Berger
Arlene Bluth
Richard Connolly
Sherri Dratfield
Michael Ekman
Jerry Feirman, z"l
Bill Fern
Steven Frank
Steven M. Fruh
Leslie Gevirtz
Laurie Gold
Herb Juli
Matthew Kalos
Andrea Kantor
Erica Karp
Karen Krop
Michael Levine
Alan Masur, z"l
David Mooney
Janet Pavloff
Rick Reder
Lou Rittmaster
Sydney Rosenberg 
Michael Sonberg
David Spegal
Mike Vine
Bill Wahler
Melville Weiss
Ivan Zimmerman

Mishkan Committee 
William Hibsher, Co-chair 
Hon. Marcy Kahn, Co-chair 
Nancy Albert
Arlene Bluth
Irving Cooperberg, z"l 
Anita Fassler
Dean Feldman
Jay Fischer 
Erica Forman
Bruce Friedman
Hanna Gafni
Fran Goldberg
Suzanne Goldberg
Lisa Kartzman
Lori Katz
Peter Klein
Ken Krasney
Karen Krop
Richard Landman 
Michael E. Levine
Noemi Masliah
Marsha Melnick
Annette Miller, z"l 
Glenn Mones
David Mooney 
Ricky Pen
Yolanda Potasinski 
Sidney Rosen
Abbe Shapiro
Vivian Shapiro
Jonathan Sheffer 
Jayne B. Sherman
Mary Silverman
Michael Sonberg 
Catherine Sull
Karen Taylor
Richard Tesler
Joy Tomchin 
Mark Troen
Jill Vexler
Michael Vine
Abe Wallach 
David Wine

Clergy and Senior Staff 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum
Rabbi Ayelet S. Cohen
Rabbi Roderick Young 
Amos Gil
Ilene Sameth

Capital Campaign Leaders
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We've done our best to create a correct, complete listing as of 3/20/16. We apologize for any errors or omissions; please let us know so that we can make amends. 

The Donor Wall, located at the Main Stairway, acknowledges the Donors listed above. This inscription will be updated to reflect new commitments.
Approximately $1.5 million is still required to fulfill the Home of our Own Campaign goal. A number of important naming and dedication opportunities are still available. 

The Builders’ Wall, located in the vestibule, acknowledges all Home of Our Own Capital Campaign donors of $1,800 or more prior to the Dedication 2016. 

This Dedication Book, distributed on April 3, 2016 and available throughout the Dedication Year, acknowledges ALL donors to the Home of Our Own Capital Campaign. 
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Avi Fischer & Naomi Dreisinger
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Sharing Memories and Farewell at Bethune Street, our home for four decades



38

Barbara Cohen
Ron Cohen 
Phyllis Dicker 
Sabrina Farber 
Sharon Golub 
Carley Gooley 
Ann Gregory 
Mark Harris 

Pat Hewitt 
Judy Hollander 
Maryann King 
Sara Kleinbaum 
Allison Kobren 
Sally Kopstein 
Harold Levine
Deborah Megdal  

Marsha Melnick 
Susan Meyer 
Rachael Monaco 
Karen Nothmann 
Julia Ostrov 
Jennifer Resnick
Lin Rosenbluth
Patrice Ruel

Julie Aarlev 
Jonathon Adler 
Rafaela Shira Anshel 
Alton Bader 
Harriet Beckman 
Suzette Breitbart 
Andrew Caplan 
Amy Chasanoff 

Volunteers who were so generous with their time and skills to assist the CBST staff to sort, preserve, toss, shred, 
organize, proof and pack in preparation for the Dedication and the move from Bethune Street ot 30th Street:

Photography Underwriters 

CBST Photographers     Aari Ludvigsen 
Meryl Meisler
Susan Meyer
Jack Nieman

Barbara Gaines  
Allison Drew Klein 
Esteban Kuriel 
Harold Levine   

 Elizabeth Sapareto
Liz Scheier
Benjamin Shapiro-Farber 
Terry Shtob
Shep Wahnon
Mark Winkler

* Partial List, as of March 20, 2016 

*

Bimah Flower Sponsors throughout the Dedication Year 
          David Wine & Michael MacElhenny 

Bimah Flower Sponsor for April 8, 2016 

         Matthew Saal

Adria Benjamin 
Barbara Gaines
William Hibsher
Aari Ludvigsen
Patrice Ruel

William Hibsher 
Marc Waldor
David Wine
Ivan Zimmmerman 

Jonathan Sheffer 
Shabbat Shirah Concert Sponsors
and other individual donors 

Acknowledgements 

Dedication Committee 

Communications Underwriters

Music at CBST Underwriters 

Heymi & Esteban Kuriel

Co-Chairs: Cindy Rizzo  & Jonathan Sheffer
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Dedication GOLD PAGE Sponsor
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We are thrilled to celebrate this 

great milestone  

in the life of our community. 

CBST has been  

changing lives and making history 

from our first Shabbat forty-three years ago 

to this glorious day!  

With profound gratitude  

to all who have helped  

us reach this moment as well as 

those no longer with us but whom 

we remember. 

May we continue to go from strength to strength, 

Marsha Melnick and Susan E. Meyer 
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 הננו
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ֶּה-מַה נּוֹרָא הַמָקוֹם הַז  
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מזל טוב 
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P.O. Box 369 

56 Livingston Ave. 

Roseland, NJ 07068 

(973) 549-1900

Congratulations to CBST 

From your friends at Brown & Brown 

Thank you for considering us for your insurance needs! 
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MAZEL TOV  

TO OUR ENTIRE COMMUNITY! 

BARBARA DOLGIN & HANNA GAFNI 
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Mazel Tov to our community as we enter our new home! 

We are blessed with leadership both past and present 

that made our dream a reality. 

We are grateful for the tireless work of so many hands. 

May we continue to go from strength to strength together. 

V’asu li mikdash v’shachanti b’tocham 

Make for Me a Holy Place so that My Presence may dwell among you. 

(Exodus 25:8) 

Lisa Kartzman & Janet Pavloff 
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ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם
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For our dear friends at CBST, 

Thank you for modeling  
warm, welcoming community. 

We celebrate 43 years of opening new doors,  
and wish you mazel tov on this occasion! 
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ֶּה. ִּיעָנוּ לזמְַן הַז )אָמֵן( שֶׁהֶּחֱינָוּ וקְִּימְָנוּ וְהִּג
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Emily Bernstein Dunkel

#1 Bat MItzvah in CBST's new home 

- we are so proud, Mom & Mimi

Leslie Bernstein & Fran Dunkel



 טוֹב לְהֹדוֹת
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LAW OFFICE OF JILLIAN T. WEISS, P.C. 

JILLIAN T. WEISS, ESQ. 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

TEL: (845) 709-3237 

FAX: (845) 915-3283 

JWEISS@JTWEISSLAW.COM 

P.O. Box 642 

TUDEDO PARK, NY 10987 

WWW.JTWEISSLAW.COM 
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Sunday, May 22, 4:00 PM 

130 West 30th Street  
New York NY 10001-4004 

Proceeds benefit MUSIC at CBST 

“There’s No Place Like Home” 



Note:  Starting April 15, 
Kabbalat Shabbat Services 
will be held every Friday 
at 6:30 pm. All are welcome, 
without registration or charge! 
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CANTORIAL INTERN

Vladimir Lapin
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MAINTENANCE

Nathan Goldstein
PRESIDENT

130 West 30th Street 
New York, NY 10001-4004 
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