§ January 10, 2026 / 21 Tevet 5786
Sil? ah”‘ PARSHAT SHEMOT
ora

T TRl A aR Tonp n IYJ W n E—J--\r TD

B*Mitzvah of Kim Brandt & Erika Karp
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Drawing by Molly Kessler-Karp



Thank you from Kim

My deepest thank you to Rabbi Werber for her teaching and
guidance and love.

And to Miya Rotstein, my amazing teacher - what a gift to know you
and learn from youl!

Thank you to Rabbi Jason Klein, Cantor Sam Rosen, Rabbi Marisa
James, Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Ron Weiss, Richard Orient, Bill

Hibsher, Peninah Petruck, Arthur Jacobson, my B Mitzvah cohort,
the CBST community, and my friends and family joining us today.

My love for Dawn Ravine, Nancy Kraskin, Lydia Okrent, Emily
Wexler, Greer Dworman, Tess Dworman, Ayano Elson, Ze'eva Cohen
and Esty Nemanow.

To Elke Solomon z"l, for teaching me how meaningful a Jewish life can be.
To Bubbles McLaughlin aka Nika Bean z"/, for teaching me how to be an Auntie.

To Michael Kwartler for teaching
me Yiddish, hosting countless
Friday nights and holidays, for
your steady love and support.

To my dad, Robert Stoll, z"/, for
giving me my life and loving me
all of my days. | miss you and
love you - your memory is my
blessing.

ok

Photo by Maria Baranova

. - =
your love, your enthusiasm, your 5@ T
3 >
optimism, our home, our family -
| love youl!



Thank you from Erika

Today | thank each of you for joining me to celebrate my bat-
mitzvah... 50 years late, almost to the day. Honestly, | could not have
imagined this happening without the incredible support I've gotten
from this community.

To Rabbi Werber - You bring the loving, open, and warm energy that
helped me want to study Torah. | loved how you got excited when |
got excited about learning from Rambam.

To Miya Rotstein - From the very outset of my studies, you taught me
as if | were a 12-year-old or a 62-year-old...whichever | needed at that
moment. Your patience, humor, and empathy have made you a true
gift to me and our community.

To Rabbi Kleinbaum - You married me and Sari 28 years ago, named
our children, buried my father, and then married us again! You were my first Rabbi, challenging me to
pray and to learn in our very special community. =

And thank you to my extraordinary family. There are simply
no words.

No words for my beautiful wife, Sari, who's always there for
me and who treasures our relationship to a degree | could
never have imagined. And no words for my three daughters
Ruby, Hanna, and Molly. Whether | worked too hard or
traveled too much, | know they’ve loved me. There is no gift
that the universe could have given me beyond these beautiful _
human beings. ; "ﬁ*

And a special thank you to Molly. She is the genesis of all of this. She inspired
me when she looked into my soul and said “Momma, you would love reading
from the Torah.” She broke out flash cards and taught me my first Hebrew
letters, words, and phrases. She allowed me to make myself vulnerable. My
own baby lifted me up.

And to my mom, Ellen, and my sister, Lisa, even when they’ve teased me,
they’ve let me know that they are incredibly proud of me. And even though my
father Aaron has not been here, he’s always been here.

And again, to this community for providing the spiritual home for myself and
my family. It's truly like no other in the world.
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To open eyes when others close them

to hear when others do not wish to listen

to look when others turn away

to seek to understand when others give up

to rouse oneself when others accept

to continue to struggle when one is not the strongest
To cry out when others keep silent—

to be a Jew

it is that,

it is first of all that

and further

to live when others are dead

and to remember when others have forgotten

- Excerpt from poem by Emmanuel Eydoux
(Translated from the French by Jonathan Magonet)

Thank you for refraining from applause, usage of phone and other electronics, and photography
during the service and while in the sanctuary. It is traditional to pass out candy during the service
to shower Kim and Erika with sweetness, so we ask you don’t eat it immediately.
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