
 
 

 
 
 
 

February 7, 2016/ 29 Sh’vat 5776 

Dear CBST Members, 

As you will read in the attached letter, after five wonderful years as assistant and then associate 

rabbi at CBST, Rabbi Rachel Weiss has decided that the time has come for her to leave CBST and 

pursue a new position as rabbi of the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation in Evanston, IL.   

She will be leaving CBST when her current contract expires at the end of July.  We are truly 

saddened by this news, but we also recognize and support Rabbi Weiss’ wish to expand her 

horizons and take on new challenges and opportunities.  This position is particularly meaningful 

to her as it is the congregation in which she grew up. 

Rabbi Weiss joined CBST in 2006 as a Cooperberg-Rittmaster Rabbinical Intern and returned for 

a second year in 2007.  She formed an immediate bond with our community.  We were thrilled 

when she applied and was accepted to be our fulltime assistant rabbi in 2010 when the position 

became available. 

In her time at CBST, Rabbi Weiss’s contributions to our community have been far-reaching.  

Rabbi Weiss was hired to focus on and strengthen our programming, services and education of 

families with children.  She has deepened our children’s education programming, overseen our 

conversion and b’nai mitzvah (both adult and children) programs, and worked closely with 

Rabbi Kleinbaum and the lay leadership to ensure the continued vitality of our weekly and 

holiday services.  She has guided countless CBST members through the joys and sorrows of 

lifecycle events and the ups and downs of everyday life. 

The silver lining in this announcement is that we have some time before Rabbi Weiss’s 

departure, which affords us the opportunity to celebrate her many accomplishments and to 

thank her for all she has done for CBST. We plan to have a major celebration to honor Rabbi 

Weiss and all the many gifts she has given us. 

 

Rabbi Weiss will forever be a part of the extended CBST family and we will miss her and wish 

her and her family great blessings.  We are currently discussing various models to fill Rabbi 

Weiss’s big shoes.  We will be in touch with the community as we know better our path to go 

forward. 

 

B’virkat shalom, 

 

  

Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum  

Senior Rabbi 

Nathan E. Goldstein  

President 

Yolanda Potasinski  

Executive Director   

       


