
 
 

 
 
 

 

February 7, 2016/ 29 Sh’vat 5776 

Dear CBST Members, 

 

It’s with many emotions that I share with you the news that I will be leaving my position as 

CBST’s Associate Rabbi this upcoming summer.  CBST has been a professional and personal 

home for me since 2006, when I first became a Cooperberg-Rittmaster Rabbinical Intern, and 

has continued to be a source of spirituality, wonder, growth, and deep relationships these past 

10 years.  It has been at CBST that I have been able to bring all parts of myself – as a rabbi, a 

Jew, a lesbian, a partner, a parent, a teacher, an artist, a linguist – to one place, and to be in the 

company of thousands of LGBTQS Jews who are doing the same.  Many of you have been my 

students, but you all have been my teachers.  Through my connections with YOU - our fabulous 

congregants, staff and board and this challenging and inspiring work, CBST has made me the 

rabbi that I am today. 

  

I am proud to share that the reason for my departure is that I have accepted the position of 

Rabbi at the Jewish Reconstructionist Congregation in Evanston, IL.  This 500-household 

congregation is a founding community of the Reconstructionist movement, and is the 

synagogue where I grew up.  It feels only fitting that I am leaving one home to go back to 

another. 

  

Please know that this decision was not easy, but comes at the right time in my professional and 

family life.  I am forever grateful to Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum and her leadership, mentorship 

and colleagueship, to Yolanda Potasinski and our incredible staff for the tireless work they do to 

make CBST what it is, to our Board President Nate Goldstein and our board for their 

commitment and support, and to all of you for changing the larger LGBTQ and Jewish worlds.  

CBST will always be in my heart. 

  

With much love and too many blessings to count, 

 

 
Rabbi Rachel Weiss 


