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Memorial and Solidarity אסיפה / Gathering  
 
The New York LGBTQS  

and Jewish Communities 

 

 
August 6, 2015 / 21 Av 5775  

Sponsors 

Congregation Beit Simchat Torah 

Jewish Queer Youth 

 

Co-Sponsors 

 
* List in formation 

 

We are grateful to our host, The Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Com-

munity Center and to Executive Director Glennda Testone for their generosity 

and fellowship in providing facilities, equipment, and staff for this event.  We 

are proud to be partners with this important institution.  
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Rabbis 
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Downtown Jews 

East End Temple 

Eshel 

Hebrew Institute of Riverdale 

Hebrew Union College - Jewish 
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JCC Manhattan 

Jewish Theological Seminary 
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Manny Cantor Center 

Park Slope Jewish Center   

Rabbinical Assembly 

Rabbinical Council of America 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 

Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 

Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism 

Romemu 

Society for the Advancement of Judaism 

The Bronfman Center, NYU 

The New Shul 

T'ruah: The Rabbinic Call for Human Rights 

UJA-Federation of New York 

Union for Reform Judaism 

West End Synagogue 
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Program 
 

Enosh, Psalm 103:15-17   תהילים קג)( אנוש   
        CBST Community Chorus, led by Music Director Joyce Rosenzweig 

        Music: Louis Lewandowski  
 

 
 

Candle Lighting: The LGBTQ Jewish Organizations 

Congregation Beit Simchat Torah (CBST), Nathan E. Goldstein, President  

Jewish Queer Youth (JQY), Shonna Levin 

Eshel 

A Wider Bridge, Alan Schwartz 

Congregation Or Chayim, Chaim Levin  

Keshet, Andrew Nagel 
 

Welcome       

    Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Senior Rabbi, CBST 

 

Remarks        

    Rabbi Mark Dratch, Executive Vice President, Rabbinical Council of America 

    Introduced by Mordechai Levovitz, President of JQY 
 

Remarks 

Sean Herzfeld, age 15, member of JQY 

Introduced by Justin Spiro, Secretary, JQY 
 

Psalm 130 תהילים קל( ) 
April Baskin, Vice President for Audacious Hospitality, Union for Reform Judaism 

Rabbi Edie Mencher, Sacred Communities of Caring, Union for Reform Judaism 
 

 
 

 

 

Our days are like grass. 

We bloom like flowers of the field. 

A wind passes by, and we are no more; 

our own place no longer knows us. 

But the Eternal’s steadfast love is for all eternity toward 

those who fear God, and God’s righteousness extends to all 

generations. 

אנוש,  כחציר ימיו;    
 כציץ השדה, כן יציץ.

בו ואיננו;-כי רוח עברה  
יכירנו עוד מקומו.-ולא   

;יראיו-על-עולם-ועד ה', מעולם וחסד  

.בנים לבני, וצדקתו  

Out of the depths I call You, Adonai, Adonai,  

listen to my cry; let Your ears be attentive to my 

plea for mercy.  You keep account of sins,  

Adonai, Adonai, who will survive?  Yours is the 

power to forgive so that You may be held in Awe.  

I look to Adonai, I look to God and await God’s 

word.  I am more eager for God than watchmen 

for the morning, watchmen for the morning.  O 

Israel, wait for Adonai; for with Adonai is stead-

fast love and great power to redeem.  It is God 

who will redeem Israel from all their iniquities. 

 מִַּמעֲמִַּקים קְָראִתי ה'. ֲאדָֹני, ׁשִיר הַּמֲַעלֹות:

ָאְזֶני, ַקּׁשֻבֹות לְקֹול,  ּתִהְיֶיָנה ְבקֹולִי: ׁשִמְָעה
יָה ֲאדָֹני, מִי  ֹנֹות ִּתׁשְמָר ִאם עֲו ַּתחֲנּונָי.
ִקּוִיִתי  ִּכי עִּמְ הַּסְלִיחָה לְמַַען, ִּתּוֵָרא. יַעֲמֹד.

ַנְפׁשִי  וְלִדְָברֹו הֹוחָלְִּתי.  ַנְפׁשִי; ה', ִקּוְתָה
יֵַחל  לַאדָֹני מִּׁשֹמְִרים לַֹּבֶקר, ׁשֹמְִרים לַֹּבֶקר.

הַחֶסֶד; וְהְַרֵּבה ִעּמֹו  ה' ִעם יִׂשְָרֵאל, ֶאל ה': ִּכי
 ֹֹנָתיו. מִֹּכל, ֲעו יִׂשְָרֵאל וְהּוא, יְִפּדֶה ֶאת ְפדּות.
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Remarks       

     Congressman Jerrold Nadler 
 

Psalm 94:1-11, 16-19  ( תהילים צג(  

     Rabbi Joel Alter, Jewish Theological Seminary of America 
 

 
 

Remarks: Words of Rabbi Benny Lau, August 1, 2015, Jerusalem 

     Rabbi Steven Greenberg, Executive Director, Eshel 
 

Samachti, Psalm 122   (תהילים קכב) שמחתי 

     CBST Community Chorus, led by Music Director Joyce Rosenzweig 
     Music: Charles Osborne 

 

 
 

 
 

God of retribution, Adonai, God of retribution, appear!  

Rise up, judge of the earth, give the arrogant their de-

serts!  How long shall the wicked, Adonai, how long 

shall the wicked exult, shall they utter insolent 

speech, shall all evildoers vaunt themselves?  They 

crush Your people,  Adonai, they afflict Your very own; 

they kill the widow and the stranger; they murder the 

fatherless, thinking, “Adonai does not see it, the God 

of Jacob does not pay heed.”  Take heed, you most 

brutish people; fools, when will you get wisdom?  Shall 

the One who implants the ear not hear, the One who 

forms the eye not see? Shall the One who disciplines 

nations not punish, the One who instructs humans in 

knowledge?  Adonai knows the designs of humanity to 

be futile. Who will take my part against evil people?  

Who will stand up for me against wrongdoers?  Were 

Adonai not my help, I should soon dwell in silence.  

When I think my foot has given way, Your faithfulness, 

Adonai, supports me.  When I am filled with cares, 

Your assurance soothes my soul. 

 ִהּנָׂשֵא,  הֹופִיעַ  נְָקמֹות ל#אֵ  נְָקמֹות ה' ל-אֵ 

ָמַתי  ַעד  ָהֵׁשב ּגְמּול, ַעל ּגִֵאים.  ָהָאֶרץ; ׁשֹפֵט
 יַּבִיעּו  ְרׁשִָעים ה' : ַעד ָמַתי, ְרָׁשִעים יֲַעֹלזּו.

 ַעְּמ ה' יְַדּבְרּו ָעָתק; יְִתַאְּמרּו, ּכָל ּפֲֹעלֵי ָאוֶן.

יְַדּכְאּו; וְנֲַחלְָת יְַעּנּו. ַאְלָמנָה וְגֵר יֲַהֹרגּו; 
וַּיֹאְמרּו, ֹלא יְִרֶאה ּיָּה; וְֹלא  יְַרּצֵחּו. וִיתֹוִמים
ּבִינּו, ּבֲֹעִרים ּבָָעם;  יֲַעקֹב. ֹלֵהי#יָבִין, אֱ 

ֲהנַֹטע אֹזֶן, ֲהֹלא   ּוכְִסילִים, ָמַתי ַּתׂשְּכִילּו.
ֲהיֵֹסר ּגֹויִם,   ִאם יֹצֵר ַעיִן, ֲהֹלא יַּבִיט.  יִׁשְָמע;

ה' יֵֹדַע,  ָּדַעת. ַהְמַלֵּמד ָאָדם  יֹוכִיַח: ֲהֹלא
ִמי יָקּום לִי,   ּכִי ֵהָּמה ָהבֶל.  ַמְחְׁשבֹות ָאָדם:

לִי, ִעם ּפֲֹעלֵי ָאוֶן. לּולֵי  ִעם ְמֵרִעים; ִמי  ְִתיַּצֵב
דּוָמה נַפְׁשִי. ִאם  ּכְִמַעט, ָׁשכְנָה  ה', ֶעזְָרָתה ּלִי

ְּבֹרב  ָאַמְרִּתי, ָמָטה ַרגְלִי; ַחְסְּד ה', יְִסָעֵדנִי.
 ׂשְַרַעּפַי ּבְקְִרּבִי ַּתנְחּוֶמי, יְׁשַַעׁשְעּו נַפְׁשִי.

  

Joy filled me when I heard 

‘Let us go to the House of the Eternal’ 

Finally our feet —  stand within your gates,  

Jerusalem Yerushalayim, a city rebuilt! 

A city where all are welcome 

United together in harmony 

Here worshippers would go 

To give thanks to the Nameless One 

Here was the place of David’s justice 

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem 

May all who love you be well 

May there be peace and well-being within your walls 

Tranquility within your dwelling places 

For the sake of kin folk and friends I call out now ‘Peace! 

Peace be with you, Jerusalem!’ 

For the sake of your holy house I will seek only your good 

ׁשִיר ַהַּמֲעלֹות, לְָדוִד: ׂשַָמְחִּתי, 
.ֵעְֹמדֹות, ָהיּו   ּבְאְֹמִרים לִי ּבֵית ה' נֵל

ַרגְלֵינּו ִּבׁשְָעַריִ, יְרּוׁשָלִָם. יְרּוׁשָלִַם 
ַהּבְנּויָה ּכְִעיר, ֶׁשֻחְּבָרה ּלָּה 

ׁשֶּׁשָם ָעלּו ְׁשבִָטים, ׁשְִבֵטי יָּה  יְַחָּדו.
ֵעדּות לְיִׂשְָרֵאל:  לְהֹדֹות, לְׁשֵם ה'. ּכִי 
ׁשָָּמה, יָׁשְבּו כְִסאֹות לְִמְׁשּפָט: ּכְִסאֹות, 

ׁשֲַאלּו, ׁשְלֹום יְרּוׁשָלִָם;   לְבֵית ָּדוִד.
.ִיִׁשְלָיּו, אֲֹהבָי   ;ֵיְִהי ׁשָלֹום ּבְֵחיל

.ִלְַמַען, ַאַחי וְֵרָעי  ׁשַלְוָה, ּבְַאְרְמנֹוָתי
.ָלְַמַען, ּבֵית ה'  ֲאַדּבְָרה ּנָא ׁשָלֹום ּב

.ֱָאֹלֵהינּו ֲאבְַקׁשָה טֹוב ל 
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Psalm 121 ( קכא תהילים ) 

Rabbi Lauren Grabelle Herrmann, Society for the Advancement of Judaism,  

Reconstructionist Movement  

 

 

 

Connecting to Jerusalem 

     Sarah Kala, Executive Director, Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance 

 

 

Psalm 23 )כג)  תהילים        

     Larry Kay, Ba’al Tefllah and Joyce Rosenzweig, Music Director, CBST 

     Music: Ben Zion Shenker  
 

 
 

Remembering Shira Banki, z”l  

     Rabbi Rachel Weiss, Associate Rabbi, CBST 

 
 

Song of ascent: 

I lift my eyes to the mountain peaks 

From where does my help come? 

My help comes from You, Creator of heaven and earth.  

Look and see! You hold my foot firm on the ground 

For You are constantly beside me. 

My Guardian neither slumbers nor sleeps 

But is always at my side to protect me. 

The rays of the sun shall not harm me by day 

Nor the light of the moon hurt me at night. 

You will guard me from all that is wrong 

Protecting me from whatever may come. 

You will safeguard my arrival 

Protect my departure, now and evermore. 

 ׁשִיר, ַלַּמֲעלֹות:
 ֵמַאיִן, יָבֹא ֶעזְִרי. #ֶהָהִרים#ֶאּׂשָא ֵעינַי, ֶאל
 עֹׂשֵה, ָׁשַמיִם וָָאֶרץ. #ֶעזְִרי, ֵמִעם ה'

 יָנּום, ֹׁשְמֶר.#יִֵּתן לַּמֹוט ַרגְלֶ; ַאל#ַאל
 ׁשֹוֵמר, יִׂשְָרֵאל. #יָנּום, וְֹלא יִיׁשָן#ִהּנֵה ֹלא

 יַד יְִמינֶ.#ה' ׁשְֹמֶר; יְהוָה צִּלְ, ַעל
 יַּכֶּכָה; וְיֵָרַח ּבַּלָיְלָה.#יֹוָמם, ַהֶּׁשֶמׁש ֹלא
 ָרע:#ה', יִׁשְָמְר ִמּכָל

 נַפְׁשֶ.#יִׁשְמֹר, ֶאת 
#ֵמַעָּתה, וְַעד #צֵאְת ּובֹוֶא#ה', יִׁשְָמר

 עֹולָם.

Adonai is my shepherd, I shall not want   

You have me lie down in green pastures 

You lead me beside restful waters; You restore my soul 

You guide me on the path of truth, for such is Your name 

Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death 

I will fear no evil for You are with me 

Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me 

You prepare a table for me in the midst of my adversaries 

You drench my head with oil; my cup runs over 

Surely goodness and kindness shall be mine 

all the days of my life 

And I shall dwell in Your house forever 

 ֹרִעי, ֹלא ֶאְחָסר. ִמזְמֹור לְָדוִד: ה'

ֵמי ְמנֻחֹות  ּבִנְאֹות ֶּדׁשֶא, יְַרּבִיצֵנִי; ַעל
 נַפְׁשִי יְׁשֹוֵבב; יַנְֵחנִי בְַמְעּגְלֵי יְנֲַהלֵנִי.

ֵאלֵ ּבְגֵיא  ּגַם ּכִי צֶֶדק, לְַמַען ְׁשמֹו.
 ַאָּתה ִעָּמִדי; ִאיָרא ָרע ּכִי צַלְָמֶות, ֹלא

ֵהָּמה יְנֲַחֻמנִי.  ׁשְִבְט ,ִמְׁשַענְֶּת ּ  ַּתֲעֹר
ִּדּׁשַנְָּת בֶַּׁשֶמן  נֶגֶד ֹצְרָרי; לְפָנַי, ׁשֻלְָחן

ַא, טֹוב ָוֶחֶסד  ּכֹוִסי ְרוָיָה. ֹראׁשִי,
, ה' וְׁשְַבִּתי ּבְבֵית יְֵמי ַחּיָי; ּכָל יְִרְּדפּונִי

 לְאֶֹר יִָמים.
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El Maley Rachamim   אל מלא רחמים     

     Steve Zeidenberg, Cantorial Intern, CBST 
 

 
 

 

Shir l’Shira 

     Amichai Lau-Lavie, Spiritual Leader and Naomi Less, Ritual Leader, Lab/Shul 

     Music: Jonathan Geffen 

     Sung by Korin Allal at Jerusalem Open House Memorial Gathering on August 2, 2015 
 

 
 

 

God full of mercy, who dwells in high places,  

grant full repose under Shechinah's wings  

in the heights of the holy and pure –  

like a light glowing in the firmament –  

to the soul of our beloved.  

Merciful one, conceal her  

under your wings forever,  

and bind her soul to life.   

Adonai is her portion.  

May she rest in peace in her place.  

And let us say: Amen. 
  

רחמים שוכן במרומים  אל מלא
כנפי  המצא מנוחה תחת

 השכינה במעלות קדושים

וטהורים כזהר הרקיע מזהירים 
את נשמת יקרינו. בעל 

 הרחמים יסתירה בסתר כנפיו

לעולמים ויצרור בצרור 
היא  נשמתה. הי החמיים את

נחלתה וינוח בשלום על 
 משכבה ונאמר אמן

Speak now, little girl, I hear you 

The whole world is listening to your whispers.   

Speak, my angel, I know 

We didn’t always listen to your voice.  

Speak bare lips, speak eyes                         

As long as milk drips from you smile 

Hug all of my fears in your two hands             

Hug big bears in your sleep.                             
 
A new and better world I will give you  

Already in a blue gaze you discover  

How important it is to suddenly see a half moon 

winking, yellow yellow from the darkness. 

 

Be small, nothing will harm you                       

A butterfly pin tied to your hair 

Be small, nothing will escape you                    

I will be an adult for you too. 

  דברי עכשיו ילדה אני שומעת
  כל העולם מקשיב למלמולך
  דברי, מלאך שלי, אני יודעת

  שלא תמיד הקשיבו לקולך
  דברו שפתיים יחפות, דברו עיניים

  כל עוד חלב נוטף מחיוכך
  חבקי את כל פחדי בשתי ידייך

  חבקי דובים גדולים מתוך שנתך
 

  עולם חדש וטוב אני אתן לך
  כבר במבט כחול את מגלה

  כמה חשוב לראות פתאום חצי ירח
  קורץ צהוב צהוב מתוך האפילה

 

  תהיי קטנה מאומה לא יפגע בך
  סיכת פרפר קשורה בשערך

  תהיי קטנה מאומה לא יברח לך
  אני אהיה גדולה גם בשבילך

 

 דברו שפתיים יחפות דברו עיניים
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Kaddish Yatom / Mourners’ Kaddish    קדיש יתום       

     Rabbis 
 

 
 

Closing         

     Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Senior Rabbi, CBST 

 

Oseh Shalom עושה שלום   

     CBST Community Chorus, led by Music Director Joyce Rosenzweig 

     Music: Jeff Klepper 

 ןעֹושֶֹה ׁשָלֹום ּבְִמרֹוָמיו הּוא יֲַעשֶֹה ׁשָלֹום ָעלֵינּו וְַעל ּכָל יִׂשְָרֵאל וְַעל ּכָל יֹוׁשְבֵי ֵתבֵל, וְִאְמרּו: ָאמֵ 
Oseh shalom bimromav, hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu, v’al kol yisra’el v’al kol yoshvei tevel, 

v’imru: amen. 

May the Most High, who creates peace in the high heavens, create peace for us, for all Israel, 

and for all humanity; and let us say: Amen. 

ּובְַחּיֵי ְדכָל ן יְִתּגַַּדל וְיְִתַקַּדׁש ְׁשֵמּה ַרָּבא ּבְָעלְָמא ִּדי ְבָרא כְִרעּוֵתּה וְיְַמלִי ַמלְכּוֵתּה ְּבַחּיֵיכֹון ּובְיֹוֵמיכֹו
 ָאֵמן :ּבֵית יִשְָֹרֵאל ּבֲַעגָלָא ּובִזְַמן ָקִריב וְִאְמרּו

וְיְִתַהָּדר א יְֵהא ׁשְֵמּה ַרּבָא ְמבַָר ְלָעלַם ּולְָעלְֵמי ָעלְַמּיָא יְִתָּבַר וְיִׁשְַּתַּבח וְיְִתּפַָאר וְיְִתרֹוַמם וְיְִתנַּׂשֵ
ַּדֲאִמיָרן  ָתאוְיְִתַעּלֶה וְיְִתַהּלָל ׁשְֵמּה ְּדקְֻּדׁשָא ְּבִרי הּוא לְֵעּלָא ִמן ּכָל ּבְִרכָָתא וְׁשִיָרָתא ֻּתְׁשּבְָחָתא ְונֱֶחמָ 

 ּבְָעלְָמא וְִאְמרּו: ָאֵמן
 יְֵהא ׁשְלָָמא ַרּבָא ִמן ׁשְַמּיָא וְַחּיִים ָעלֵינּו וְַעל ּכָל יִׂשְָרֵאל וְִאְמרּו: ָאֵמן 

 ןעֹושֶֹה ׁשָלֹום ּבְִמרֹוָמיו הּוא יֲַעשֶֹה ׁשָלֹום ָעלֵינּו וְַעל ּכָל יִׂשְָרֵאל וְַעל ּכָל יֹוְׁשֵבי ֵתבֵל, וְִאְמרּו: ָאמֵ 
 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba amen b’alma di v’ra chirutei v’yamlich malchutei b’chayeichon 

uvyomeichon uvchayei d’chol beit Yisra’el ba’agala uvizman kariv v’imru: amen 

Y’hei sh’mei raba m’varach l’alam ulalmei almaya 

Yitbarach v’yishtabach v’yitpa’ar v’yitromam v’yitnasei v’yithadar v’yitaleh v’yithalal sh’mei d’kud-

sha, b’rich hu, l’ela min kol birchata v’shirata tushb’chata v’nechemata da’amiran b’alma v’imru: 

amen. 

Y’he sh’lama rabbah min sh’maya v’chaim aleinu v’al kol yisra’el v’imru amen. 

Oseh shalom bimromav hu ya’aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol yisra’el v’al kol yoshvei tevel, v’imru: 

amen. 

 

May Your greatness, Eternal One, be praised and sanctified in the world whose creation You willed.  

May Your sovereignty be revealed in our own day and time, in the lifetime of the whole House of 

Israel, swiftly and soon: and let us say: Amen. 

May God’s great name be praised for all eternity. 

Blessed and praised; glorious and exalted, lauded and extolled, honored and acclaimed be the 

name of the Holy One who is ever to be praised, above all blessings and songs of praise that hu-

man lips can utter; and let us say: Amen. 

May abundant peace descend from heaven, and a happy and good life be granted to us and all Is-

rael; and let us say: Amen. 

May the Most High, who creates peace in the high heavens, create peace for us, for all Israel, and 

for all humanity; and let us say: Amen. 
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These are a few of the organizations in Israel – not an exhaustive list –  

that are working to fight Homophobia, Racism and Violence.   

We encourage you to support them with your tzedakah contributions 

 

 

Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance 
The Jerusalem Open House for Pride and Tolerance (JOH) is a leading organization of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people and their allies in the heart of Jerusalem. As a grassroots, activist community 

center, we provide direct services to all LGBTQ individuals in Jerusalem and its surrounding communities, while working 

to secure LGBTQ rights in Israeli society at large. With a constituency as diverse as the city itself, the JOH transcends 

political, ethnic and religious boundaries to build and unite a community in pursuit of the common goal of tolerance and 

mutual support. http://joh.org.il/index.php/english 

New Israel Fund 
The New Israel Fund (NIF) helps Israel live up to its founders' vision of a state that ensures complete equality of social 

and political rights to all its inhabitants. Our aim is to advance liberal democracy, including freedom of speech and mi-

nority rights, and to fight inequality, injustice, and extremism that diminish Israel. http://www.nif.org/ 

Israel Religious Action Center 
The public and legal advocacy arm of the Reform Movement in Israel, IRAC was founded in 1987 with the goals of ad-

vancing pluralism in Israeli society and defending the freedoms of conscience, faith, and religion. IRAC is the preemi-

nent civil and human rights organization in Israel focusing on the issues of religion and state and is the leading Jewish 

organization that advocates on behalf of a broadly inclusive Israeli democracy. www.irac.org 

Tag Meir 
Tag Meir (Light Tag) is a grass-roots organization founded in 2011 which works against racism in Israel. Wherever there 

is racism, and in particular religiously motivated racism, Tag Meir seeks to expose and counteract it. Tag Meir seeks to 

transcend religious divides, enlisting support from across the Israeli spectrum, from secular through Reform and Con-

servative to Orthodox and Ultra-Orthodox. http://www.tagmeiren.media-sb.co.il/ 

B’Tselem 
B’Tselem is the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied Territories was established in February 

1989 by a group of prominent academics, attorneys, journalists, and Knesset members. It endeavors to document and 

educate the Israeli public and policymakers about human rights violations in the Occupied Territories, combat the phe-

nomenon of denial prevalent among the Israeli public, and create a human rights culture in Israel. www.btselem.org 

Association for Civil Rights in Israel 
Established in 1972, ACRI is Israel’s oldest and largest human rights organization and the only one dealing with the 

entire spectrum of rights and civil liberties issues in Israel and the Occupied Territories. An independent and non-

partisan organization, ACRI’s mandate is to ensure Israel’s accountability and respect for human rights, by addressing 

violations committed by the Israeli authorities in Israel, the Occupied Territories, or elsewhere. http://www.acri.org.il/en/ 

Breaking the Silence 
Breaking the Silence is an organization of veteran combatants who have served in the Israeli military since the start of 

the Second Intifada and have taken it upon themselves to expose the Israeli public to the reality of everyday life in the 

Occupied Territories. We stimulate public debate about the price paid for a reality in which young soldiers face a civilian 

population, and are engaged in the control of that population’s everyday life. www.breakingthesilence.org.il 

Neve Shalom 
Wahat al-Salam – Neve Shalom (pronounced “waaḥat’ as-salaam/nevei shalom”) is Arabic and Hebrew for Oasis of 

Peace: an intentional community jointly established by Jewish and Palestinian Arab citizens of Israel. The village is lo-

cated midway between Jerusalem and Tel Aviv-Jaffa. The reality of Wahat al-Salam - Neve Shalom as a binational com-

munity serves as the base for its educational work. http://wasns.org/ 

Parents Circle - Families Forum (PCFF)  
PCFF is a joint Palestinian Israeli organization of over 600 families, all of whom have lost a close family member as a 

result of the prolonged conflict. Joint activities have shown that the reconciliation between individuals and nations is 

possible and it is this insight that they are trying to pass on to both sides of the conflict. PCFF has concluded that the 

process of reconciliation between nations is a prerequisite to achieving a sustainable peace. www.theparentscircle.com 

Givat Haviva 
Givat Haviva is a non-profit organization founded in 1949 as the national education center of the Kibbutz Federation in 

Israel. It is dedicated to promoting mutual responsibility, civic equality and cooperation between divided groups in Isra-

el as the foundation for building a shared future and shared society – critical elements of a sustainable and thriving 

Israeli democracy. A leader in its field, Givat Haviva is a recipient of the UNESCO Prize for Peace Education for its 

longstanding work in promoting Jewish-Arab dialogue and reconciliation. www.givathaviva.org 
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Rabbis for Human Rights 
Rabbis for Human Rights is the only rabbinic voice in Israel that is explicitly dedicated to human rights. Representing 

over 100 Israeli rabbis and rabbinical students from different streams of Judaism, we derive our authority from our Jew-

ish tradition and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Our mission is to inform the Israeli public about human 

rights violations, and to pressure the State institutions to redress these injustices.  http://rhr.org.il/eng 

Israeli Gay Youth (IGY) 
IGY is currently the only professional organization in Israel dedicated to serving all LGBT youth. IGY's goal is empower-

ing LGBT youth within the formal and informal education systems, creating a meaningful social youth leadership and 

help them design a better community and eventually a better Israeli society. http://igy.org.il 

Agudah 
The ‘Aguda’, the National Association of LGBT in Israel, is Israel’s pioneer lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender organi-

zation. We are a national grassroots, volunteer-based, nonprofit human-rights organization representing the LGBT com-

munity. We promote and advance new initiatives and cultivate leadership and partnership with all sectors and groups 

within the community. The 'Aguda' strives for full equality for gays, lesbians, bisexual and transgender people. We also 

aspire to create a public and social climate of acceptance and respect for the LGBT community and for its individual 

members. http://www.pagenx.com/aguda-pride-campain/en/ 

Israel Hofsheet 
We are a grassroots movement that strives for an Israeli society that practices cultural and religious pluralism, protects 

civil rights, and upholds the principles of democracy and Zionism as put forth in the Declaration of Independence. We 

work in several spheres: social media, traditional media, the street, panels, and distinctive public events and confer-

ences. http://bfree.org.il/english 

Hoshen 
Hoshen, "Education & Change", is the education and information center of the LGBT community in Israel. It is a nation-

wide, non-profit organization whose purpose is to fight stereotypes regarding sexual orientation and gender identity.  

www.hoshen.org 

Hand in Hand Schools 
Hand in Hand creates a strong, inclusive, shared society in Israel through a network of Jewish-Arab integrated bilingual 

schools and organized communities. We currently operate integrated schools and communities in five locations with 

1,100 Jewish and Arab students and more than 3,000 community members. Jews and Arabs - learning together, living 

together - and inspiring broad support for social inclusion and civic equality in Israel.  https://www.handinhandk12.org 

Tehila 

TEHILA supports the parents and families of lesbians, gay men, transgender persons and bisexuals (LGTB). 

http://www.tehila.org.il/english 

Ma'avarim 

Ma’avarim for the Trans community was established with the goal to empower and support members of the 

trans community, facilitating both personal and social change. “Ma’avarim” aims to bring about positive 

change in our society, our communities, and in the life of each and every one of us. http://www.maavarim.org 

Kehila Lahatavit Ethiopit, ‘LGBT Ethiopian Community’ (KALA) 

KALA works to raise awareness of sexuality and gender issues within the Ethiopian community in Israel. Our 

goal is to provide a supportive environment for Ethiopian LGBT people who face barriers that prevent them 

from strengthening sexual and gender identity.  
Havruta 

Havruta was established by graduates of Jewish religious institutions, yeshivas and high schools for men who 

identify themselves as gay and have a strong connection to Jewish religious observance. http://havruta.org.il 
Bat Kol 

Bat Kol – the Religious Lesbian Organization – is a growing community building new pathways for fulfilling 

and celebrating both religious and lesbian identities, making it possible for women to live in loving relation-

ships and raise children within the context of traditional Judaism and the larger religious community. Working 

in collaboration with a diverse group of Orthodox Rabbis, Professors, community members and friends, Bat 

Kol aspires to promote and sponsor education for tolerance and the acceptance of difference within the reli-

gious community and society at large. http://www.bat-kol.org 

Pride Minyan 

An Orthodox davening minyan in Israel. http://jewishlgbtnetwork.com/the-pride-minyan 


