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TYPES of Jew Hatred/antisemitism  
 
Cultural  
 
Economic  
 
Religious 
 
Political/Ideological 
 
Conspiracy theories 
 
Racial 
 
 
 
MANIFESTATIONS 
 
Personal/Individual 
 
Social 
 
State sponsored or sanctioned 
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Christian antisemitism 

 

Theology 

Jesus 

Pauline Christianity 

New Testament/Old Testament 

Pharisees 

 

Some significant terms and concepts: 

Deicide 

Well poisoning  

Blood Libels 

Host Desecration 

Crusades 

Expulsions  

Medieval public debates about Talmud 

Martin Luther 

Chmelnitzky 

 

Medieval antisemitism/Jew Hatred 

Deicide:  many Christians held Jewish people responsible for killing of Jesus Christ.  

Often cited in the medieval period to justify violence and hatred toward Jews by the 

Church.  Repudiated in 1964 by Pope Paul VI. 

 

Occupational restrictions:  Money lending and tax collecting. 

Clothing: 

The Fourth Lateran Council in 1215 was the first to proclaim the requirement for Jews to 

wear something that distinguished them as Jews.  It could be a colored piece of cloth in 

the shape of a star or circle or square, a Jewish hat (already a distinctive style), or a 

robe. 



3 
 

Crusades: 

First Crusade (1096); Second Crusade (1147). 

 

The Plague/Black Death: (14th Century) Approximately 50% of general population of 

Europe died.  Jews were accused of poisoning wells and spreading the disease.  For 

example: 900 Jews were burned alive in Strasbourg in 1349.   

 

Blood Libel 

Jews were accused of drinking blood of Christian children.  Various forms of this charge 

– sometimes to mock Eucharist, sometimes to produce blood that would be used for 

matzah.  First known blood libel accusation – William of Norwich (1144) Christian boy 

found dead in Norwich England.  Jews were accused of torturing and crucifying him.  

 

Host Desecration 

Carried death penalty and Jews were accused of desecrating consecrated hosts. 

 

Expulsions: 

Jews were expelled from England (1290), France 1254, 1306, 1322, 1394, Austria 

1421, Prussia 1744, Spain 1492, Portugal, 1497. 

“To finance wars Edward I taxed Jewish money lenders.  When they could no longer 

pay, they were accused of disloyalty…. They were forced to wear a yellow patch 

(among other restrictions).  Heads of Jewish households were arrested (300) taken to 

the Tower of London and executed, others were killed in their homes…The complete 

banishment of Jews from the country in 1290 led to thousands killed and drowned while 

fleeing….” 

 

Martin Luther (1483-1546) 

“Luther advocated setting synagogues on fire, destroying Jewish prayerbooks, 

forbidding rabbis from preaching, seizing Jewish property and money and smashing 

their homes so that these “envenomed worms”  would be forced into labor or expelled 

for all time.” 

Luther:  “God’s anger with them is so intense that gentle mercy will only tend to make 

them worse, while sharp mercy will reform them but a little.  Therefore, in any case, 

away with them” 
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On the Jews and Their Lies 

 

Chmelnitzky Ukraine (1654/1655) 

 

Chmelnitzky Massacres 

 

 


